GUNS 

(Consensed July 22, 2001)

Because gun accidents and gun violence are serious problems in the United 

States, Cornerstone ideally would like to become a gun‑free community.  Yet 

currently in our society individual ownership of guns is permitted.

Therefore, in the interests of maximizing the safety of all members and 

visitors and their children, we reserve the right to set policies regarding 

the safe handling and the storage of guns within our community.

Furthermore, if a community member(s) feels threatened by the presence of a 

gun, we may act through consensus (in a process which excludes the affected 

household) to ban a household from maintaining a gun in Cornerstone on a 

case by case basis.  We may implement any restrictions in these matters at 

the time a gun is first introduced to the community or at any later time as 

that becomes appropriate.

Before anyone can maintain a gun at Cornerstone, s/he must comply with all 

laws pertaining to guns in Massachusetts (e.g., keeping a gun in a locked 

container or having a tamper‑resistant mechanical

lock or other safety device) and register the gun with the Cornerstone 

community.  S/he will be required to present the reasons for keeping a gun 

and the plan for maintaining it safely to the community or a committee 

appointed by the community.  Ammunition must always be kept separately from 

a gun and in a locked container unless specifically allowed by the 

community.  Recommendations by the group to

increase gun safety are not to be unreasonably refused.

If these policies are not followed Cornerstone may disallow a person from 

keeping a gun.

Further policies may be implemented from time to time by the membership of 

the community to further the safe handling and storage of guns at 

Cornerstone.

