CORNERSTONE VILLAGE COHOUSING

INTERIOR SPACES POLICY

(Consensed on 5/22/05)

Background:

The interior committee has made changes in the proposed policy on interior spaces reflecting

the discussion at the last GM.  The revised proposal is given below.  We did not incorporate

a clause such as "unless it severely affects others in the community" in the hallway section,

because we felt that the reference to community guidelines accomplishes the same thing for

these purposes.  Of course, nothing in this policy is intended to reduce the commitment we all have being good cohousing neighbors.  And nothing here overrides any other understandings about pets, smoking, or potential adverse affects of other activities.  This policy is limited to interior design, aesthetics, and the related placement of otherwise relatively innocuous objects.

We would like to have some consideration at the GM about expanding this policy to outdoor spaces as well.  To do this, we could just change the phrases "interior design" and "interior

space" wherever they occur below to "common space design" and "common space," and

add Landscape and Outdoor Furniture to the list of committees.  There are pros and cons of this idea that we'd like discuss, and we're sure Landscape and Outdoor Furniture people may

want to weigh in as well.

Proposal:

1. If a household would like to change hall decor, either adding or removing an item, getting the neighbors' agreement beforehand will prevent future problems. In case of a dispute over an interior design or placement of items, an attempt to resolve the issue will be made by the committee in charge of that particular space. The interior committee will be consulted in case of a dispute about overall community guidelines, or if the hallway committee cannot resolve an issue.

2. A specific group or committee will be in charge of each interior space (see list below).  If you have an idea about what you would like to see in the space, or changes you would like to see, contact that committee.  When there is a request for a change pending, the committee should meet in a timely fashion to consider it.  Decisions about design should reflect preferences of the whole community, not just an individual or committee preference.

3. Each committee should make and publicize a list of items which are on loan in their area. Donations should not be just discards.  The committee is free to accept or reject any loan or donation, by majority vote if necessary to resolve a stalemate.

4. The residents on each floor will be in charge of their own hallway, subject to basic guidelines from the community.  Interior can make suggestions and even provide items for hallway use, but the hallway residents make the final decisions.    

5. Implementation: When a committee chooses to remove an item that is on loan, they will first talk with the owner about its disposition.   Normally the item will then be brought to the owner to accept back into his own unit, or in the case of large items a date will be set for removal by the owner.  If agreement cannot be reached about its removal, the committee will move the item to the lost and found area, and the normal process for disposition of give-away items will be followed.

Guidelines for Use of All Common Spaces, including hallways:


a) Items that are individual storage, such as boxes or shoes not in use for the season, should be kept in the individual unit or the unit storage space, not in common space.


b) Items that are common storage, such as repair and maintenance materials, should be kept in the common spaces designated for their storage and not in other common spaces.


c) Personal items in active use by an individual should be kept in the individual's unit, with exceptions explicitly made by the community or the group in charge of a particular common space.  A good test in deciding about an exception is how much more convenient something is for a household vs. how much of an imposition it is on the community.


Community-wide exceptions to date are:


* Bikes may be put in the bike racks or designated areas of the common house basement.


* Seasonal shoes may be neatly placed on shelves or racks outside the owners door.


d) Nothing will be placed in hallways or other common spaces that restricts wheelchair accessibility in those spaces.

The current committees in charge of interior spaces are:

Arts and Crafts Committee


Interior Committee (for the Atrium, Den, Dining Room, Mail Area, Notch, Common

House Hardwood-Floor Hallways, Building 175 and 195 entryways, all closets except pantry, basement hallways, common balconies, and teen room)


Kids Committee

       
Landscape (for tool shed and gardening area outside workshop)

       
Manna committee (for kitchen and pantry closet)


Repair Committee (for supplies area outside workshop, furnace rooms, electrical

                    rooms, elevator room, and paint room).


Unit Owners on each floor (for the hallways on that floor)         


Workshop Committee

Changes in this list may be made at any time by agreement between the interior committee and the affected committees or task forces.

This policy is intended to be a one-year experiment.  Anyone with concerns during the next year should bring them to the interior committee, which will be open to reconsidering the policy after one year's time.

