PETS (Consensed 4/22/01)

Cornerstone Cohousing's pet policy is guided by the following two principles:

1. Pets are an important part of the community and the lives of the households that make it up. They add life and spirit to the community while extending our commitment to diversity beyond humans.

2. However, when the above conflicts with the health, safety or well‑being of a human member of the community or guest, we believe that the health, safety and well‑being of humans is more important than the right of pets to have access to the common elements of the community. This is an important part of creating a community that is accessible to all people, including those with disabling asthma or allergies or fears of animals.

GENERAL

1. Pet owners are expected to comply with all local ordinances regarding pets.

2. Pet owners are responsible for all actions of and damage caused by their pets. Cleanup and/or repair is expected to be started immediately.

3. We trust that pet‑related concerns can be flexibly experimented with and resolved in light of the guiding principles of our pet policy, and that members will be sensitive to the needs of all the community's members, both human and animal.

4. If members have a problem with anyone's pet, they should first speak with the owner themselves. If informal discussion and accommodation is not sufficient to resolve the problem, the members involved in the dispute will follow our conflict resolution guidelines.

5. This policy is not meant to restrict in any way the use of guide or helper animals.

PETS IN UNITS

Pets may be kept in units, provided they are legal and safely housed, and do not create a nuisance for others: for example, noises, smells, or aggressive behavior.

PETS IN COMMON INTERIOR SPACES

1. The common indoor spaces are generally off limits to pets except as they are passing through buildings between a unit and the outdoors.

2. Dogs will be allowed in the common house area underneath the skylight when they are under the direct control of an owner or guardian. If the health, safety or well‑being of a member or guest is compromised by the presence of a dog, the owner or guardian of the dog will be asked to remove it.

3. Cats are welcome to pass through common interior spaces on their way out of the building or on their way home. While they are passing through, they should be under the control of their owner, and they will not be allowed to loiter inside. If a cat escapes inside the common areas, all community members agree they will assist in either returning the cat to its unit or allowing it to enjoy the benefits of fresh air outside. We understand that it is especially important to keep cats from resting on carpeted or upholstered surfaces, and therefore the doors to the den and other areas will be kept closed when they are unoccupied.

4. In recognition of the allergens that even this limited access will generate, the community commits itself to using HEPA filters in the HVAC systems of the common areas and to cleaning the areas accessible to dogs and cats with particular care.

PETS IN COMMON OUTDOOR SPACE

1. Animals other than cats in outdoor spaces must be either leashed or under the direct control of the owner at all times unless there is a restricted area where they can run free.

2. We request that dog owners make all reasonable efforts to help keep our limited green space clean, including taking their dogs first to Russell Field, and cleaning up after them there.

