RENTAL OF UNITS (Consensed June 17, 2001) 

RATIONALE

Renting can be a blessing in an intentional community. It can bring diversity into the community and provide the renters a chance to experience living in a cohousing community. We also recognize that circumstances may necessitate an owner's absence for limited periods of time. On the other hand, a renter who does not abide by the community principles becomes a challenge for the entire group. Furthermore, it is important to keep a high percentage of the units owner occupied.

RENTAL POLICY: NON‑OWNER‑OCCUPIED UNITS

A unit may be rented in an owner's absence if the owner's intention is to return to live in the community or to sell the unit. It cannot be maintained as a commercial venture as this does not contribute to community life, and the community may exercise an option to buy a unit so maintained. 

The unit owner should notify the community that a rental is planned as soon as the owner makes the decision to rent.

Before the owner agrees to a rental, the prospective renter must attend at least two meetings or events to which all Cornerstone members are invited and where the consensus process, community standards, and renter responsibilities can be discussed. It is the responsibility of the unit owner to inform the renter about these issues before the meetings. 

If any members have an objection to the renter becoming part of the community, they should discuss their concerns with the unit owner. If the unit owner receives no objections within two days of the second meeting, the unit owner will be free to complete the rental arrangement. If the objections cannot be resolved by discussion with the unit owner, the unit owner may take the issue to the committee described below which may send the issue to the Conflict Resolution Committee or bring it to a General Meeting for consensus.

A first‑time renter at Cornerstone must have a rental arrangement which is binding for no more than one year. In order to continue renting beyond one year, the renter must be consensed by the community. Subsequent rental arrangements may extend for any length of time.

Cornerstone will establish a committee to consider any concerns with specific rentals, to review the status of rentals in the community on an annual basis, and to make recommendations about rental policy to the community. The committee may also propose other arrangements for approval by the community in cases where prospective renters cannot appear in person before signing a lease.

Renters need to abide by all community regulations. Failure to do so can result in termination of the rental. A statement to this effect should be included in the rental lease.

The unit owner retains the responsibility to see that all community‑related fees are paid on schedule.

